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not, as has so often been done, increase poverty by
the very remedies which are intended to remove it,
or diverge from the path of steady progressive
development, into the chase of some wild chimera,
which requires for its achievement only the radical
alteration of all the data of experience. " Annihilate
space and time, and make two lovers happy," was
the modest petition of an enthusiast; and he would
probably have been ready to join in the prayer, "make
all men angels, and then we shall have a model
society". Although in saying this my immediate
moral is to preach sobriety, I do not intend to de-
nounce enthusiasm, but to urge a necessity of
organising enthusiasm. I only recommend people
not to venture upon flying machines before they have
studied the laws of mechanics; but I earnestly hope
that some day we may be able to call a balloon as
we now call a cab. To point out the method, and to
admit that it is not laborious, is not to discourage
aspiration, but to look facts in the face : not to preach
abandonment of enthusiasm, but to urge that en-
thusiasm should be systematic, should lead men to
study the conditions of success, and to make a bridge
before they leap the gulf.